Introduction
With the field of meiofauna research in a mode of rapid change and an exponential increase of electronically disseminated nominal lists of the world biota, we felt that it was time for an authoritative review of the taxonomic status of marine and brackishwater/estuarine Gastrotricha, along with the author that was responsible for changes, and reasons why changes have been made; our intent is not to provide a complete taxonomic history from the 18 th century onward, but to establish correct 21 st century taxonomic usage. Each of us has produced lists before (see Todaro 2008 , Hummon 2009b , but with greater responsibility on us for our published stand, this list is probably more conservative than either of us would otherwise be, as it has been drafted using the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) recommendations as a guideline. With more than 550 taxa and over 110 papers to consider, several of which belong to the "grey" literature and some of uncertain publication date, absolute perfection would be difficult to reach. However, we strive for at least ninety-five percent accuracy. Where we have given a source or date, we welcome friendly changes and hope to incorporate them as we continue forward; we also welcome those who differ with us on facts or interpretation to correct or update us by use of print medium, which should meet the criteria of scientific literature (i.e., peer reviewed papers).
